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Title of Paper:  An Improved Elastomeric Tracking System for Filter Belts





Abstract of Presentation:  


To overcome the problems associated with the Edge Track used on vacuum drum filter belts, an elastomeric tracking system has been developed, the key advantages of which are:


More effective and increased vacuum area on the drum;


No need for reinforcing pockets to be sewn to the edge track and body of the belt;


Reduced cleaning time and use of cleaning chemicals;


The belts are quicker to fit and are lighter in weight meaning easier handling, and


Improvements to Occupational Health and Safety issues.
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�������������������Robert G Bell is currently the Technical Manager for Madison Filter P/L. He has had an extensive career in the global textile industry, initially as a textile designer and technologist based in the UK. This led to an extensive career in the finishing of a wide cross section of textile media. 





He moved to Australia in 1988 to take up a position of Finishing Manager with a (then) leading textile manufacturer in Geelong, later moving into coating and lamination technologies, before starting his current position. 





Robert is an active member of the Clear Edge Global R&D Circle and runs the Centre of Excellence for Enabling Technologies for the group, which is based here in Melbourne. He is also actively involved with the Madison Filter Centre of Excellence for Alumina which is based in Perth WA. 





He is currently working on several global projects involving virtual teams from different countries, working closely with suppliers and end users to achieve specific functional requirements of media and the attendant enabling technologies.  In the past ,Robert worked closely with Madison Filter’s client base to develop FoodcoteTM  for the New Zealand Dairy Industry. His team has also developed NuTrakTM, an elastomeric polymer extruded solution relating to belt functionality and tracking, which was successfully launched in 2000.












