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Title of Paper:  Prospects for the Worldwide Nonwovens industry





Abstract of Presentation:





Worldwide, the nonwoven industry continues to expand about 7.5% in tonnage per year.  This world growth is in part due to several industrializing economies and their increasing demand for nonwoven materials.  However, the major nonwoven producing regions of North America, Europe and Japan, which account for about three quarters of world nonwoven production, continue to expand in the 5% and higher range although some of their market segments are mature with minimal growth.  A factor driving these three regions’ growth has been the development of new products using nonwoven materials.  Some of these products were made possible due to the development of innovative materials and the development of new “enabling” technologies.  This presentation will review the world’s nonwoven growth, but will focus on several new product developments that are pushing this growth as well as key technology trends.  
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Ian Butler has been in the nonwoven industry for more than 20 years.  Prior to joining INDA, he consulted exclusively to the nonwoven industry for eight years worldwide.  Prior, Ian was the Director of Marketing with Veratec, Canada (now part of Fiberweb) and before that he was Marketing Manager for Stearns Technical Textiles in Canada.












