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0 3 Sol-gel Coatings, Functionality for the three R's

Since the early 1990’s there has been a lot of interest in sol-gels. In recent years
this research has started to focus on textile applications. Sol-gels can be employed
to impart functionality on a surface. These can include self cleaning, UV protection,
antimicrobial, colour, photochromatic effect, increased cell growth and flame
redundancy. These functional finishes will be an important property in textile items
used in recreation, resources and retirement. This presentation will describe the
chemistry of sol-gels along with a look at some of the functionality that they can
provide. It will also include case studies into specific applications for sol-gels under
research at Deakin University.
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