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MEDIA RELEASE – No. 820 
 

Australian Textile Technology 
Making Waves in Overseas Markets 

 
 
Tuesday April 29, 2008.   The reputation of the Australian technical textile industry for providing 
innovative highly technical solutions to address unique and complex challenges continues to grow 
across the globe. 
 
Earlier this month, Gold Coast based Australian company, ELCO Solutions, began work on Europe’s 
first artificial surfing reef, at Bournemouth’s Boscombe pier in the UK. 
 
The Boscombe Seafront is the UK’s most innovative and exciting seafront development and the 
centre-piece is Europe’s first artificial reef. The man-made reef is expected to attract 10,000 surfers 
each year to the area and double the number of surfing days to 150. 
 
Boscombe pier is ELCO Solutions’ latest project that provides a tailored solution of sand filled geo-
containers that are pre manufactured in Australia and then delivered and constructed on site.  The 
composite geosynthetic nonwoven textile solution will produce the waves eagerly sought by surfers 
and provide a home to local marine life. The complex reef design has been developed by coastal 
science design group ASR Ltd, with ELCO Solutions materialising their vision. 
 
Construction is expected to be completed in time for the October 2008 swell. 
 
In a highly competitive international environment, the project has significantly enhanced ELCO 
Solutions reputation as the global leader in the science and construction of accurately positioned 
and engineered tailored artificial reef solutions.   
 
Furthermore, it has provided Australia with another important export opportunity and reinforced the 
nation’s reputation internationally for innovation and creativity. 
      
ELCO Solutions acknowledges that if it had not been for the Federal Government’s Strategic 
Investment Program (SIP), their investment in the research, development, manufacture and 
application of coastal engineering technology would not have been possible. 
 
The application of new textile technologies has initiated a significant paradigm shift in the Australian 
technical textiles industry that will boost the nation’s reputation for innovation and productivity and to 
also capture valuable export markets for Australia. 
 
“The reputation of Australian technical textile companies and industry is growing internationally for 
the development and application of innovative applications of textile and nonwoven  
 
 



 

 
 
solutions to a myriad of problems and issues,” said Technical Textiles and Nonwoven Association 
(TTNA) Board Chairman Rod McKenna. 
 
“However, this science and engineering based, highly skilled and capital intensive industry is at a 
crucial cross road that will require significant Government input and understanding of the issues 
faced by manufacturers in order to ensure that future trade and growth potential is realised.” 
 
The TTNA was incorporated in 2000 to nurture and promote technological innovations for the 
technical and nonwoven textile related sectors in Australasia.    
 
Globally, the sector is growing and now represents a significant proportion of world textile 
manufacturing and trade.  Innovative technology and ingenuity are providing high quality and 
functional products for markets outside the traditional world textile market.  
 
“With major textile and nonwoven breakthroughs continuing, Australia has taken a significant 
international lead in the race to develop innovative applications, solutions and manufacturing 
expertise.” 
 
“A framework that encourages greater investment in productive capacity and innovation is needed to 
enhance the future competitiveness of the industry in order to supply the needs of the Australian 
market and the greater global market,” concluded Rod McKenna. 
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The following photos of ELCO Solutions Mt Maunganui project in New Zealand are very similar in 
construction style to that of their current Bournemouth UK project. 
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