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THE TTNA ANNUAL CONFERENCE - 2006 
Thursday 31st August 2006 – Melbourne 

 
The latest speaker admitted to the TTNA Annual Conference – 2006 is Rebekah Vesali of INC 
Corporation in Melbourne.  All the abstracts so far accepted are listed below.   

The TTNA Annual Conference - 2006 will be held on Thursday 31st August 2006 at the 
Langham Hotel Melbourne in Southbank. Again, it will play host to both national and 
international speakers, some of whom are listed below.  

 
Ms Rebekah Vesali – Lean Systems Manager, INC Corpo ration 
Planning & Scheduling Production with Kanban  
 
INC Corporation is using a change management program underpinned by Lean Manufacturing 
techniques.  Central to achieving this competitive manufacturing approach is employee 
involvement at all levels of the organisation.   
 
This case study on using Kanban The INC Way, illustrates how linking targeted training 
modules to a well planned change management program provides successful outcomes.  A 
well thought out Action Plan that communicates a vision, provides the right resources and 
matches incentives creates a safe environment for skill development.   
 
Using an approach that aligns internal elements of the business (systems, staff, structure, 
style) provides a focus for achieving desired strategic outcomes in organisational 
capabilities and cultural change. 
 
Mr Ian Butler – Director of Market Research & Stati stics, Industrial Nonwovens 
Disposables Association (INDA) – North Carolina USA   
Prospects for the Worldwide Nonwovens Industry  
 
Worldwide, the nonwoven industry continues to expand about 7.5% in tonnage per year. This 
world growth is in part due to several industrializing economies and their increasing demand 
for nonwoven materials. However, the major nonwoven producing regions of North America, 
Europe and Japan, which account for about three quarters of world nonwoven production, 
continue to expand in the 5% and higher range although some of their market segments are 
mature with minimal growth. A factor driving these three regions’ growth has been the 
development of new products using nonwoven materials. Some of these products were made 
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possible due to the development of innovative materials and the development of new 
“enabling” technologies. This presentation will review the world’s nonwoven growth, but will 
focus on several new product developments that are pushing this growth as well as key 
technology trends.  
 
 
Mr Frank Henkel – Scientific Employee, Institut fur  Textiltechnik der RWTH, Aachen 
(Germany) 
Tailored Textile Composites for Mobility Applications  
 
Increasing demands on functionality, weight and price reduction can be fulfilled in many cases 
only by composite and hybrid constructions. Appropriate one-step- or multiple-step-processes 
are the key to industrial realization of textile based composite structures.  
A multiple-step textile process for textile composites for car interior is introduced. A special 
focus is put on recycling capabilities to separate the single layers of the composite after life-
time. As an example for a one-step process, a spacer fabric production is shown. A double 
needle bar raschel process is used to create a two-layer composite structure. These 
composite structures could be used in automobiles as passive safety elements.  
 
Dr Richard Helmer – Research Engineer, CSIRO Textil e and Fibre Technology  
Electronic Textiles: Technologies, Applications and Impacts  
 
The incorporation of electronics into textiles is enabling new functionality that has significant 
impacts on both traditional and many non-traditional textile uses. This presentation will discuss 
some of the technologies for adding electronic functions to textile and the large impacts these 
developments can have, including the ability to precipitate radical changes to existing 
practices. The market engagement and technology development structures required to realise 
an intelligent textile will also be discussed.  
 
Mr Roger La Salle – Director, Rudders RLS Pty Ltd  
Innovation – The Key to Market Success  
 
Mr La Salle presents a simple clarification of what innovation is and, moreover, how you 
actually undertake innovation in a practical real way that will lead to almost certain business 
success. He developed Matrix Thinking© and captures a life time of experience in new product 
and business development into a simple but effective innovation tool. The audience of this 
session will be presented with simple take-away tools that will change the way they think about 
innovation and business development.  
 
Mr Robert Bell – Technical Manager, Madison Filter Pty Ltd  
An Improved Elastomeric Tracking System  
 
To overcome the problems associated with the Edge Track used on vacuum drum filter belts, 
an elastomeric tracking system has been developed, the key advantages of which are:  
- More effective and increased vacuum area on the drum;  
- No need for reinforcing pockets to be sewn to the edge track and body of the belt;  
- Reduced cleaning time and use of cleaning chemicals;  
- The belts are quicker to fit and are lighter in weight meaning easier handling, and  
- Improvements to Occupational Health and Safety issues.  
 
Dr Olga Troynikov – Program Coordinator and Senior Lecturer, RMIT University - 
Melbourne  
Recent Developments in Knitted Technical Textiles and the Future Outlook  
 
Technical textiles today are already very common and their significance is increasing. Knitted 
technical textiles are particularly gaining importance in Europe and other high cost centres.  
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Warp knitting plays a large role in knitted technical textiles, with Tricot and Raschel fabrics 
contributing significantly. Knitted nets and rigid fabrics produced on Raschel machines can be 
found in packaging, sports, buildings, roads, filters, agriculture and automotive vehicles and 
other products.  
 
Circular weft-knitted fabrics are used as backing material for synthetic leathers, upholstery, 
bedding, performance apparel, automotive and medical products.  Flat knitting is mainly 
employed in technical textiles when complex shaped and three dimensional structures are 
required.  
 
In this paper we will take a look at some recent developments and uses for these knitted 
technical textiles.  
 
Ms Kerryn Caulfield – Executive Manager, Technical Textiles and Nonwoven 
Association  
Data and Information Project into the TTN Industry  
 
During 2004/5, Manufacturing Skills Australia worked with the technical textiles and 
nonwovens industry to produce a qualifications framework to be included in the TCF Training 
Package LMT00 Version 2. The TTNA, speaking on behalf of the industry, requested this 
framework as a practical expression of its growth as a distinct manufacturing industry. It also 
believed the framework will become the catalyst for training which is seen as a vital factor in 
the growth and sustainability of enterprises throughout Australia.  
 
More recently, Manufacturing Skills Australia proposed that a data and information project be 
established in the TTN industry to better understand its scope and training needs.  
 
This paper will outline the process of working directly with industry to gather appropriate data 
and outline the resources developed. It will communicate the findings and the journey of 
developing a new training framework for an emerging industry.  
 
Delegate Fees for the Conference  
 
Call Lorraine at the TTNA Management Office on (03) 9866 6643 (Mon-Thur) for further details 
about the TTNA Annual Conference - 2006 and membership of the TTNA.  
 
Earlybird rates are available for members and non-members until the end of July.  
 
All details on the conference, including the dinner, accommodation and golf the following day, 
are available on www.ttna.com.au/conference.htm. 
 

 


